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20 Maggio 

Immunosuppressive microenvironment in 
ret transgenic mouse melanoma model

Outline of the Lectures

Immunotherapy appears to be especially promising due to 
the well-known intrinsic immunogenicity of melanoma. 
However, despite the high potential to stimulate immune 
responses against melanoma cells and initial promising 
data, the overall results of clinical studies are not 
satisfactory. Insufficient anti-tumor reactivity could be 
due to structural and functional changes both in tumor 
and stroma cells leading to the formation of 
immunosuppressive tumor microenvironment. The role of 
immunosuppressive cells (such as regulatory T cells, 
myeloid derived suppressor cells and tolerogenic 
dendritic cells) and factors (like nitric oxide, IL-10, TGF-
beta, VEGF etc.) studied on ret transgenic mouse model of 
malignant melanoma, which closely resembles human 
melanoma as regards to histopathology and clinical 
development, will be discussed.     


